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Being Christian in America

Pastor Chrtstopher P. Vossler

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has

chosen as his heritage!" (Psalm 33:12)

"Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authoriQ except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God. " (Romans 13:1)

"We must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29)

When I was in high school, I had a t-shirt I loved to wear that said "My
Faith and My Freedom Are One," with Psalm 33:l2a on the back. That was
back during the years after September 1 1, when America was swept by
national pride, and I wasn't immune to it. But as I look back on those days,
as I reevaluate that slogan, I find myself wondering: is that really the case?

Should that really be the case? Is it healthy for us as American Christians to
conflate those two identities together? Are "my faith and my freedom" one
and the same?

Before going any further, it is important to remember that God is the ruler of
all the nations of the world. God's Law - written on human hearts - forms
the basis for every human law. Those who are placed in positions of
authority in earthly government are given that authority by God Himself,
regardless of the mechanism by which they come into power. Jesus in



Matthew 28 said that, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me." He rules the heavens and the earth, so all authority ultimately
derives from Him. And that means that all governing authorities will be held
accountable by God for the way in which they exercise that authority. This
holds true in AmerLCa, in Russia, in every nation of the world.

But does that mean that our American identity and our Christian identity are
the same?

I think this comes down to a question of identity. I am an American crtrzen.I
ama Christian. Both of these statements are true, yet one is more important
than the other. But which one? Yes, I am an American crtrzen by birth, but
first and foremost I am a Christian through my rebirth in Baptism. In
Philippians 3:20, Paul tells his readers - and us as well - that "our
citizenship is in heav en." Our earthly citizenship is a good thing, and God
does command us to be obedient crtrzens. But the more important
citizenship - the one with eternal implications - is that in heaven.

S/. Paul Stephen Ministry Corner
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Stephen Ministries is beginning classes in July. Please check
with Michelle for information. Michelle DeCoe has completed the
training for the leadership role for Stephen Ministry. There needs to be at

least two people in the leadership role. Marilyn Bowen
has graciously accepted the position for the second
leader. She will begin training for position in July. After
completion of the leadership program, Michelle and
Marilyn will be offering classes for other members of
the congregation to become knowledgeable and
supported components of the team. The classes will be
teaching members how to support others through



difticult times. This includes everything from death, divorce, medical crisis,
moving, life changes and so much more. The struggles of life are ever
changing as we evolve through life. We in Stephen-Ministry would like to
promote a supportive church environment thatnurtures our members in
need. You are the CHURCH; and we would appreciate support and
evolvement by the congregation. We never know what is in store for us as
we navigate through this world. We are hoping to develop preparedness in
our church for the call. Will you love yor. ,.ignUorr as yourself? Will you
be the Good Samaritan that stopped to help another in time of need? This
ministry is centered around God being the main healer. The caregiver is a
vessel for healing to begin. We are not looking for people to fix others. We
are looking for people to be open to hearing each otheiin a supportive way.
There are skills that need to be learned so you are prepared and not
overwhelmed. Once you have completed the .ou.r"r, 5,ou may be paired
with someone in the congregation that needs emotional support, while going
through a rough time. This would take approximately one hour a week, until
they are feeling more secure regarding their matter in question.
Confidentiality is one of the main foundations of this work and is stressed
throughout Stephen Ministry. If you are interested in becoming a partof this
ministry, please contact Michelle DeCoe 989-5 13-1736.I am tuting down
names of interested parties. I would like to know what would work for class
times in the future; evening , day, weekend or retreat style."..a?**, ** sa:r* t*
visit stephenministries.org to learn more.
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,4r: #rs*rvi*w of ffus Offir* *f ltrfafiras

Ti:e Daily Oflice has given vclice to the daily praye: of :he faithful i;r "many and various
ways" over the centulies (15#, p.238; F{ebrer,vs 1:1). The nanle "daily" ties these services
tc tllc Christian's leraporal existence, defined as it is by *ii: daily rising with the new
a reminder c{ the Lor*'s :es*rrecti*n-a:ld dai13r return t* ?:ed ir: the canfielence that Christ,
the Light *l t1"le r,vorld. wauld hring safety and rep*se duril"lg :he night hor:rs. Over the next
ferv months we rvill be gring thrr:*gh the etrements to Of{ice of fo{atins. 5Ye will be usiag
this wo:"ship service :,vial: sc:::* frequ;ncr'.

C*nlicl*: T* D*urn *r 8*n*di*lus

?he Te *ei"l::r is a trir:llariar: and Christol*gical hym* tha: uciles pr*r'1amietrir>:: with
prayor and praise . The treg*::irl desc::ihlng the origl::s *f the Te Der"l:: is a favarite.
Already ia the eighth c*::tury, th* slory was lold l:f
hoiv A-:*r*r* and Arigu:li:":* sportanr*usly coi"l"ip*sfd this ver:eri:ble hrvmr: af praise
whe :: A:"::brosc, the ren*tr1,,'ned bishop *f Milan, baptized Augusiil":* in 387. L*ther r,vas

ncl c*llvinced of the veraclty ai this accolint. th*ugh he saw no h;irm in be lieving it.
More lecent scholarship has debunked the myth, and scholars are oniy able to say

with certainty that the canticle r,vas r,vritlen in Latin some time in the early f-lfth
cenlury, perhaps having been compilerl by Bishop F{icetas.



??ae a:s* *f Z*ehariah's song *{ thanksglvl::g fcll*la,'ing t}:e circumcisicn a*d na:xing
*l l:is s*n:, Sclar:, {Luk* 1:68-?*} is *f }*ng-standi::g *sage i* tn:* *ai1y *ffice . T}:e
*trlusl*:: t* 1igtrtt {"w?:ear ttre day sba}l da:,v* L1p*13 *s"} rxay b* *;:e *f t1"le rsas*l:s fcr its
l.lsr as a a::*rtai:lg caxticle.

Ia a*riiii** to th* much-1ar,'ad s*tticg cf th* ?c **l:ax in &{atir:s, 1,5# prcvid*s tlare*
a1lcrxat* settings thal can be substltuted *n *c*asi*r:: lS8 939, "Ycu Are GcC; lVe
Prais* Y**"; t"5S 94"*, "H*iy G*e1, S/* Frai=e Y*3, Ha:::fl"; and {,.9,S ?4i, "Wr Frais*
Y*u ::xd A*kn*w?edg* Y**, * ***." ilor the 3e::*rliclus, ir": addl:ion tc lhe setti*g il:
Matins, l3ere is ct:e n=_v** parapi:rase at l,SS 93*, "Sing Fraise t* ttr"re G*d *f Israel."

Pray*r

Gi:,e* that the varicus s*rvices ol the *aily Offie* arr p::ayer r:f11ces, this final sectioll
on {:rayer brings each to a fitting conclusion" {n {1ae early cathedrai affice, the people
fau;:d lhe prayers 1* b* c*e of th* fer,v places rvh*re they cr:ulil actil,e try parlicipate as

llrey ***d aut th*ir "Kyrie eleis*l1" to a series *l'pra3,er bicls" . . . Or:e optian in t}-re

Dail-v Office is thaa of replacing the entire Prayer section with the Li:any (l.SS, pp.
288*89), Responsive Prayer (l,SB, pp"282-87;, or the Bidding Prayer (i..!$ Alt*r
.8r:**, pp. 406-409)" " . . For exarnpie, during l,ent. the Litany rvould make a titting
subsiitr"rtion.

Gathered for Pr*y*r

?*:e servlces in tSS provide groat fiexibiliry lo serve i* cr:r *!vn da3, in a m*ltit:-rde cf
s*tti:rgs. 'Whercve: 

Chris{ians gatlae:: daily f*r pra3,'er. these selvices can be used as

presen:ed in the b**k, :naking slight adaptatlcns, such as h*:,v xiaily psalms, rearlilgs,
;:*d lryn-rns 1* include. according t* the tir** a*d mrisical f*rce s that are a,,,ai1able. ll a

{r**grCIgation prays Matins . . . on a S::nday :a*r:riag :,vhen {h* Sacrary:ent is not
**lebrated, lthisl servic* lvil1 **r;qra1l,v b* xsed in a1l lilsl ixllness, i*cludlng mr.r1tlptr*

psalrrrs, several leadings, llyrnns, and a fr:l1er selecticn cf players. Cn the cther er:d *f
lhe spectru*. inclivid*als and families c;ra f-ind great benelit in playing {hCI offices.
sinplifylag the rit*,s as n*eded tc lit the abltrities and aeeds of tht]se r:siag the rite s.

E3og post excerpted |rtt*, fu*ite rtL*. Srrvit'e tltsok: Compry;i*ri t* iJte Sen'be s, page-. xll{v. xlli, 663. 6{16--57, 590-9i, $97, {>99,
701, 70-3, 708.1i2,71{:, e 2$22 Conccrclla Publishing Ho:-isc. Allrights leserverl.

h{ext moaftr: A rle scriptl*n of the History of Hj*nzns itt the LSB



Important Dates for upcoming Ladies Aid activities. We
will request volunteers and provide details closer to the dates.

Aug 24 & 25
Oct 6,2023
Oct 10,2023
Nov 41 2023
Dec 16,2023

Ladies Aid Rummage Sale
Harvest Dinner
First Day of the Peanut Brittle Season

Craft Show
Holiday Cookie & Gingerbread Decorating

wree
August 24th & 25th

Ladies Aid Annual Rummage Sale

,*,*g*:t 24:* 9am-5pm (Thursday) & 25th 9am-2pm (Friday). Please start saving

your donations now
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?ta,lya, Janet Laplo* rff, bell r"*fffi, @

7far0/ 7na, to Randy Engblade, Mike Schweigert, Bob Burnison for all the

lawn mowing being done.

Tiarti lna to the DeCoes' for the work done in the parsonage garden. @

Tiarci ?nu Julie VanKuiken for her work in the hosts garden
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Tiarrl ga Wade O'Dell for the work on the flas light.

Tlar& qnu to all of the Vacation Bible School leaders and helpers !

SOCIAL MEDIA
Sqleia9 &€cdia a::# 3Vefusi*e-i* a c*ntinrai*g efl*r; t* k*ep *::r c?:r:rci: lv*bsi:e cxrye*€ an*
i::{eresiing, w* *re g*i::g t* begin p*sii:":g pictur*s *l **r xt*c?xa}ers el:gage* i* t?a* vari*us
aclivities *eid a: th* Claxrch a::d elsewker* o* go*g1* axd Fa*e?:**k. Child:en:vitrL req*ir* speciai
permissiox. if yor: rvo*ld pr*fer n*t ls ha:re any plct:":r*s *f 3z*:,1 p*ste*, p1*ase let {-inda &{itchel!
h:*ra,'.

MIDLAND COUNTY NEWSLETTER ONLINE - Subscribe here (very informative):
3=€€*s :,j,Ja*;1q{1ry. e*. r"a,= € * E * * * 
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*. a,: s a n d sea rc h M i d I a n d Co unty Newsletter.

MICHIGAN MINUTE: Weekly E-news & Events of the Michigan District, LCMS
http ://www.michiga nd istrict.org/connect/publications/m ichiga nm in ute

SMART PHONE USERS: There are two free apps available for your devices that pertain to your Lutheran Beliefs?
LCMS app is free and provides great information including a Daily Devotion. The other is Luther's Small
Catechismappwhichisalsofree. lfyouhavequestionsorwouldliketocheckitoutandneedassistanceplease
contact the church office.

The Lutheran Witness is now a free digital app. Once subscribers download the free Lutheron
Witness magazine app, each new issue automatically will be sent to their newsstands for
convenient viewing. Note: While the app itself is free, you will need a paid subscription to the
magazine in orderto receive itvia the app. lf you have anyquestions orwould like to see

whether the magazine is available for your device, visit ruAry,"q$*-*.-fg{,{:i-g{Se$_ to learn more or to
download the app. You may also call Concordia Publishing House at 800-325-3040.

Lutheran Service Book - EBook Edition at ***x=f*e*tr.*rs OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA:
a : : :. a a
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KITCHEN GARBAGE Bags: ALL garbage bags removed from the Kitchen
MUST be placed in dumpster and NOT left outside the back kitchen door.
RECYCLING: A large bin for recycling only has been placed outside the back
kitchen door... THIS IS FOR RECYCLING ONLY! We also have smaller recycling
receptacles around the church which are marked with a recycling symbol.



The third Wednesday of every month is set aside for
our monthly meetings at 9:00am

Ladies Aid Board
Christy Martin-President / Carolyn Sutton-Vice President

Pam Kastl-Secretary / Vicki Barnard-Treasurer

Questions may be directed to: Christy Martin
817.757.9577 email CKM57@me.com or
Co roly n Sutton 989.63 1-39 5 3.

LADIES AID

BULLETIN / NEWSLETTER
INFORMATION

If you have information you would like placed

into any upcoming bulletins or newsletters,
please submit to the church office via email at

t', ::.,, calling 681-2824 or by
placing it in the church office mailbox located
between the restrooms downstairs. Don't
forget to state the date(s) you'd like your
information to run.

DEADLINES

Lifellght Bible Study/Confirmation Class: on
vacation

4aro ard Sdrittd RelZd uill 4o

cz/El4afiri" their 40'o r,rtedding

anniuersarul on Sundou, lulA
23'a 4-6pm, in the fellowship
hall. Please see their
announcement on the bulletin
board. lf qou would like to
attend, please sign up. @

Tuesday, July
IIth- 5pm-All
youth are

invited to the
Hollywood Blockbuster " Spiderman -into
the spider-verse" lVlovie Night/Bible Study.
Pizza/Popcorn/Beverages > Plans to
campfire smores during conversation on

the movie. Participants will help to pick

the next movie! O

We are looking to form a Youth Ministry
Board that will focus on the planning of
education/activities designed for our
congregation's youth. Next meetings are
July 27th and August 24th @ 6pm. Please

let Gerianne or Pastor know if you can

help.

Sunday School Parents Meeting
August 27rh atler Potluck Iunch.

Newsletters
Bulletins
Noon

20'h (monthly)
Wednesday's by

Outdoor Services - July 23'd' and
August 27 th

Potluck Lunch will follow the Outdoor
Services :)

Council 3€**t?xgs xi33 b* *a: ?13* sa.{a

**133 * € *:a:aa"

Men's Breakfast: 2nd Saturday of the month

Ladies' Bible Study: 4th Saturday of the tMonth

Euchre Night: 3'd Saturday of lVonth 7pm



August 24th & 25th

Ladies Aid Annual Rummage Sale
&*;L:=: :j3ih 9am-5pm (Thursday) & 25th

9am-2pm (Friday). Please start saving your
donations now

September 10th - Rally Day
kicking off Sunday School,
Lifelight, and
Confirmation classes.

..BECAUSE WE CARE"
Prayer Request: If you or someone you
know are in need of prayers please call
Edna Rottiers at 989-68l -9687. Those
with additional prayer request please

complete a prayer slip and give to one

of our Elders before the service or to one
of the Ushers during the offering. Your
prayers are important and our Lord does

promise to answer.

Pastoral Cafe: Please contact the Pastor @

cell 973-303-8252, office 989-687-2209, or email
:ipa* ll*_U-€l_{S. l*i. The Ch u rch Off ice (989-687-
2824) / cell (989 859-9300) email
stpaullutheran@tds.net, or Deacon Don Barnard
(989-75 1 -77 26) emai I : Sr*;l*r*Xqr?3 Ssryarl,l**. Or
SipaUrqe=c+t@tis,nel if you or anyone you know
are in need of a visit from the Pastor or Deacon
whether it's an illness, hospitalization, nursing home
or shut-in. lt is important to us that we receive these
communications to plan a call or visitation. N/ay
God's blessings be upon you today and every day!

Our florist is, HANNAI(S FL0WERS, in t\/idland. She
will be making us a $25 arrangement. Please continue to
return the vases back to the church to help keep the price
lower. All other f lorist prices were higher. You will continue
to make your f lower payment to the church. Any questions,
please talk with Carolyn.
Thank you,

Carolgn 631-3953

June Altar Guild representative is Shirley Rinas
989.687.2268

To our families with small
children: Relax! You and your children
are welcome to our worship service!
Being in worship with you to observe
and participate in the service will help
them to learn how to behave in church -
and they will learn that best by watching
you worship on a regular basis ! Sit
anywhere in the sanctuary that you wish.
The last two rows of pews are set aside

=.* for families with small
,ffi" children, but you don't have to

;'---'-3'"'qr sit there. In fact, sitting close
to the front so your children can see

what's happening may help them to feel
more involved in the service. If they
need something to keep their hands
occupied, please ask one of the ushers
for a copy of the children's bulletins for
them to color. If for any reason you need
to take your children out of the sanctuary
so they can calm down, feel free to bring
them into the bathroom at the back of the
church. In addition, at the bottom of the
stairs we have a cry room to the right, as

well as the fellowship hall to the left.
With the speakers in the basement, you
will be able to hear the service while
your child calms down. If your children
don't want to sit still or be quiet through
the whole service, there is absolutely

-.:a,*;.{<4
;=**A

----* ;**;:+;*- e#t&
:



nothing wrong with them: they are young
and learning. The sound of children in
worship is the sound of the Church's
future.

Please be on the lookout for
"phishing" emails and Texts that look
like they were sent from Pastor. If you
get an email or text asking for something
from Pastor, read the from line at the top
to see that it was sent from "stpaulrEy",
or the Pastor's phone #, or ask Pastor.
The bad guys are searching trying to
scam people.

lf vou are interested in private Communion
...for whatever the reason. Pastor Vossler and
Deacon Barnard are willing to share the Body and
Blood of our Lord and Savior in a private setting.
Please contact at their listing for Pastoral care.

Thrivent Action Team Dollars: St. Paul
Members who belong to Thrivent Financial
have a unique opportunity to provide financial
help for a project here at St. Paul. Each
Thrivent member is eligible to receive $250
twice per year from Thrivent to contribute to a
St. Paul project. Examples of projects include:
parades, Wild Game Dinner, Easter Breakfast,
Harvest Dinner and many others. If you are a
Thrivent Member that would like to help us
with Thrivent Action Team Dollars on future
projects please contact the church office to be
placed on a list. Your help is greatly
appreciated!

CHOICE DOLLARS

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO TOOK
THE TIME AND MADE A PHONE CALL TO THIRVENT
FOR THE CHOICE DOLLARS. I'M ASKING EVERYONE
WHO HAS A THRIVENT POLICY TO CALL, EVEN IF IN
DOUBT REGARDING YOUR POLICY ELIGIBILITY.

CALL 1-800-847-4836 THEN PUSH 1. THIS IS A PHONE
CALL, NOT A COMPUTER GENERATED VOICE. THEY
EVEN SPEAK ENGLISH AS THEY ARE BASED IN
APPLETON, WISC. CALL IN APRIL 2023,JULY,
OCTOBER, AND THEN AGAIN IN JANUARY 2024.
THESE FUNDS ARE DIRECT DEPOSITED INTO THE
CHURCH'S BANK ACCOUNT, SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO
HANDLE THEM. THESE ARE2O22 EARNED DOLLARS
BEING GIVEN IN 2023. NEXT YEAR MAY BE MORE OR
LESS DEPENDING ON THE ECONOMY.

-WILLIAM P. MITCHELL

St. Paul Coffee Mugs are

available for $5.00. If
interested, please see Linda

Mitchell or Margie Dittmer

l1€issi*x *f tla* 3d*a:*ie: 9x Jrufy, 1vr i1rf,

r*ceivix= *}3e:"i::gs t* 3:*ip s*pp*rt the
Laltb*r*. €3raitr]* ?Y*ri<*rs p:"*.irc* at
*vac* 3=-€herag3 Cfua:reia i:a Aea!:lutrx?" E_v

pr*r,'i*i::g B:'ail1e, La:91* Pri*t *nd Audi*
Ei*Xes, L*ry p:"*vid*s ti:e }Y*:d cl GorX t*
31ind i:r Yisually lmpailed i*di:,'idu*1s at n*
c*sl {*:th*m. {Additi*:natr i*fo*:rati** is *:":
displav i:: thc Feil*i,ls?:lp Hall.)

&€iss!<>aa *f th* &{on*?a: "flaa A*agxsf, :v*
ar* r**eivia:g *ffermgs t* h*lp s:-1pp*{t

$*sic *rg's Sir r,es*, :,r,1": * r* w trl::*n rec*i v e

gxi**xcc aad *pp*rt*gli:i*s that assist ir:
*arixg fi::::h*ia:sc?v*s ard th*k *e:v**rn
i::far:1.

Sanford Food Pantry - Ptease

continue your support of this very
worthwhile local ministry. . There are
refillable canvas bags from the Midland
County Emergency Food Pantry available on
the food pantry table in the fellowship hall.
The bags have a suggested list of items and
instructions. You may take these bags home
and place the purchased items in the bag and
return it to the church. The bags will be
delivered to the Sanford Food Pantry the last

THRIVENT



\,veek of the month. The empty bags will be
returned to the church to be used again. Thank
you for all of the items ;ind monetary

donatiotts . l'oLtr rloniliorts ttre (ipprecicfie d, bti
please noit tlurt the I ood Patiry' cloes not cLt:c'e pt: 1)
*eigltt-loss ltrotlttcl.s; rtor 2)fttot! ilsnts tt,itlt rut

erpiret! rlate. Il'1'ou preJer to ntnke o ilLoiletort
clonutiotr, plett.ie pLLt irt tlrc Publit: Relutiott.s i\'lailbctx.
Thank ycttt J'rtr 1'oLLr consiclerutirxt itt helping tltos'e less

fortLutote. Pleuse nrctke the c'lrcck puyctble to ScLnforcl

Food Patiry
Current ne€ds are: Hamburger, Chicken, or
Tuna Helper, Kid Snacks: Jello/Pudding/Fruit
Cups; Granola/Fruit Bars; Snack-Size chips,
pretzels, Doritos, etc

Picto;'ia1 riirrctclr'- Please check with Linda,

Margie, Ruth or Kathy to help retrieve yours
from the office. O

Has your contact info changed? If so, please
contact the church oftice (681-2824) or

,:-...:,.. ..,,.1;r .;.,, 1- L,. .-i,. ,, , and provide us with the
chan-qed information (address, phone, email or
any other information).

Hear Pastor's Sermon message

from last week online
@Stpau I lutheransa nford.net just
click on the microphone on the home page

and refresh your thoughts iand refresh the
page) on the sermon message from the
previous week.

Nativity Proj ect-We are acceptin_q

donations to the Nativity as we work
tor,vard the purchase of a set. Please
make your donation out to the
church and note that the amount
should be directed to the Nativity.
Any ?'s please check with Gerianne.

S*ei*l &fertria and lYel"rsite-In ii c*nti::uins
rl'lc:'t t,': keep our cirurch i,,ebsite c*r'ient ancl

ilitir'i:slinS, rve are going lr: begiu plsiirLS
pi;irir;s ot'oLrr me::ri-:e r:; engagecl in tir; l ilijoris
ilciif itiis lielcl at the Chr,rrch and elseri,hele on
ou,r,r l. ;l n d F-;l c,-hti:k. Ci til iL:*n r,r,, i 1 1 r'tcr:ire:., J L,rrrl\r{L}, !Y

sp*r:iitl periirissir:n. 1i 1,ou lvoLrici pleir:r rl$t to
i:ave any picilr*s cf -i'Lrr-r pcstecl. plcase 1et

Linrla h.{itchell knot-.

Proyer Request: IJ'1'ctLt or soneone ;-oLL knctvr ctre irt
neec! of prctters please call or emctil Edna Rottiers ot
989-687-9687 / hughrottiers@ gmail.cont . Those w,ith
cLcltlitionul pru1ter retflrcst please contplete cL prct\,er
slip orul git,e to one ofoLLr Elclers beJ'ore the sen,ice or
to one oJ'the Ushers cluring the offering. Your prc$er.s
ure intportrLnt cuul our Lortl cloes promise to tLnswer

Pastoral Care: Please contact the Pastor @

cell 973-3A3-8252, office 989-687-2209, or email
:i,;;'l jr-*r.',e i,-'i;.,.,;i. The Church Office (98e-687-
2824) / cell (989 859-9300) email
stpaullutheran @tds.net, or Deacon Don Barnard
( 9 8 9 -75 1 -7 7 26) e m a i I : :....;i.r'.i..! i: .:ri i.;l_ng o r

: .:rirl..:. 1..,, i. .i.,.., -. rr. if you or anyone you
know are in need of a visit from the Pastor or
Deacon whether it's an illness, hospitalization,
nursing home or shut-in. lt is imporlant to us that
we receive these communications to plan a call or
visitation. [rlay God's blessings be upon you today
and every dayl
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A photo taken on June 2023 in fron: of lhe altar at Sveta Jalla Eva[66liski luteriski
baznica (St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church) in Riga, Latvia. Pictured are (L to R)
Alexis, Emiley, Jenny and Cory.
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--3-*rEfter 8 years of faithfuL service as

Regional Director for Eurasia, Rev.

James Krikava stepped doum from
the position and was installed as the
associate executive drreclor for the
Offlce of Internatronal \lission
(O1I\l)of the Lutheran Church-
\lissouri Synod (LCI\IS). But before
he left Eurasia, and with the
approval of Presrdent Xlatthew
Harrison, Rev. Krikava appointed me
to be the next regional director. And,
after much conversation and
deliberation, I was 1ed to accept the
position which began on January 1,

2023.To be clear, the regional
director s role is one of coordination
and supervision for all the work that
the LCXIS is doing in every Eurasian
country.

The regronal director is the
primary interface between workers
on the ground ln Eurasia and our
leadership and support in the US

and serves as the chief advocate for
the workers wilh the staff and

leadership in St. Louis. This means
that, in addrtion to servlng the
people rn Latvia, my family and I will
have the opporlunity to continue our
partnership and serve people
throughout the Eurasia region, which
includes Iceland to the farthest tip of
Russia (although, due to the war, not
much is going on there right now),
from Scandinavia to lhe N4iddle East
and to the southern tip of India.
Geographically speaking, rt is the
largest region in OIl\1. As I adapt to
my new responsibilities, I humbly
ask for your prayers.

\,{y family and I are going to
remain living in Riga, as we have

come lo love this place and its
people. Yet our partnership wifi you
expands to encompass a vast array
of people and cultures. From the
Holy Land lo the birthplace of
Lutheranism to the heart of Islam
and to the former atheistic Soviet
Unron. the Eurasia Region engages

everyone with Word and Sacrament
ministry.

:i:--:--=-:,aar:a = ia-;: =.; " :ri:;*;:i*:*iri-::..= I I

*

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator

blest, And make our heorts

Your place of rest, Come with

Your groce and heav'nly oid,

And fill the hearts which You

have made.

In You. with graces sevenfold,

We God's olmighty ltand
behold While you with tongues

offire proclaim To ollthe
world His holy name.

Teach us to know the Father

Son, And You,from both, as

Three in One. Thatwe Your

nlme may ever bless And in
our lives the truth confess.

LSB 499,v. 1,3,6
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Rajek Family Update byJennyRajek

New Position...cont.
Thrs opporlunity to reach others

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ is both
exciting and overwhelming. As I have
done in the past, once again, I ask lor
your continued supporl of the lvork I

am doing on behalf of Chnst and His
church. Only this time, this work
includes not only pastoral formation
through Luther Academy in Riga, but
also the added responsibility of
supportrng the Church's missionaries
throughout the Eurasia Region. The
potentral we have as partners in this

!5reetings from Riga. Latvia It was

a very busy school year for Emiley
and Lexi. Emiley started college tn

January of 2023 as a student at
Concordia Unrversity Nebraska. She

will continue this fall working on a
degree in Art Therapy. Emiley has

arrived in Riga for the summer to
visit. It is wonderful to have her here.

Emiley was very glad to see her dogs
again after almost a year.

Lexr is currently in 11th grade and
ls still working hard in school at the
trme of this newsletter. She has been

missron is immense. Thank you and
the Lord be r,vrth

The first confirmation at the English service at
St. John's in Riga since our Latvian partner,
Rev. Gints, and I relaunched services in
August 2022. LCMS missionary, Rev. Cundiff
is presiding with Rev. Gints looking on.

worklng on completing her 11th grade

requirements in the Inlernatronal
Baccalaureate (lB) program at the
International School of Rlga. IB is a
rigorous college preparatory
program. She will certainly earn her
summer vacation once it arrives.

I have recently taken over the
responsibility for the upkeep of the
Eurasia Facebook Page from Connie
Cortright. Thank you to Connie for a1l

her years filling this role for the
region.

Visu Labu (A11the Best)l

I would like to sincerely thonk you for your
support of the Lord's mission in Eurasia. We

could not be touching people's lives with the

message of Jesus Christwithoutyou. Please
prayerfully consider sharing this mission
with others. Tellthem of the good thot God
is doing throughout this exciting mission.

Once ogain, from the bottom of my heort,
thank you and the Lord be with you.

-Cory J. Rajek

There are many
opporlunities to seNe
as shodlerm or GEO
missionaies. Check
out the current list and
download an application
at:cns rr?seiaire.
Click on "Seruice
Oppodunities."

Prayerfully consider partnering with the LCN/S to support the work of Rev. Dr. Cory J. Rajek.
lt4ake checks payable to:

The Lutheran Church-N,4issouri Synod OR L4ission Central
P.O. Box 66861 40718 Highway E 16

St. Louis, IVO 63166-6861 Mapleton, lA 5'1034

On the memo line include Rajek-Latvia

Give securely from any device. lcms.org/givenow/rajek
Call a donor care representative: 800-930-4438
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